To what extent is female alcohol dependence and abuse known in the health care system? The use of multi-source information in a Swedish population survey.
In a multi-purpose two-phase general population survey of female alcoholism/alcohol problems, unknown alcohol dependence and abuse (ADA) was estimated with interviews and by search of medical and National Insurance Office records. Firstly, 3130 subjects received a screening questionnaire and, secondly, a stratified selection of 399 women were interviewed. A total of 56 subjects received a diagnosis of ADA in interview and four due to other information. Lifetime prevalence of ADA was 3.3%. A total of 63.6% of the diagnosed women 45-65 years of age, and 25.9% of the women 25-35 years of age, were known in these records. Corresponding rates for women with alcohol dependence were 71.4% and 30.8%, respectively. Record information reveals a lack of attention to ADA from several physicians.